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at once ; talked with me a long time; asked me often
what news I had from the Emperor, talking at great
length about his indefatigable activity, and the im-
mense advantages his strength gave him; he said
nothing about the condition of the country; besides,
the place was too public. The Crown Prince and the
other young Princes who were with the King also
sought me out lor particular attentions; and all this
caused great surprise in the assembled company,"

February 27, the Count of Saint Marsan gave up
every illusion. In a despatch dated that day he
wrote: uThere is no longer, in my opinion, any
doubt that Prussia is about to abandon the alliance
with France. Baron von Harden berg said to me:
*If Prussia should ever change its system, it could
not be denied that it had "been forced so to do by the
harshness with which it has been treated, and by its
receiving no answer on so important a subject as
that of its advances at a time when, left to itself, it
would "be desired that it should neither make use of
Its own means, nor seek to lessen its misfortunes,*
Ho assured me, moreover, that the condition of neu-
trality was always in such a state that it could be
revoked on forty-eight hours' notice; but he did not
conceal from me the fact that Russia is making all
sorts of advances to Prussia,"

The next day, February 28t 1813, the courts of
Saint Petersburg and Berlin concluded at Kalisss a
treaty of alliance which was at first kept secret
Kussia engaged to provide one hundred and fifty